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early volumes, ' The Princess ' and c Maud ;'
and these, taken together, comprise the fullest
results of Mr. Tennyson's genius. "We must
now repeat what we said at starting. The
above results are the fullest, not because Mr.
Tennyson's genius has since declined, but
because the materials his age has supplied him
with have since changed in quality. That
special period which we have called his own
was one of the most exciting periods to be any-
where found in history. It saw the blossoming,
if not the bud, of half the wonders of the
century, and to an English eye especially, it was
full of splendid promise. Distress and poverty,
it is true, were not wanting ; but year by year
their voice was heard, and year by year some
abuse was remedied. Freedom in England
seemed growing visibly, and, contrasted with
Continental troubles, peace seemed growing
also. It was this period that was ushered in
not only with the first Reform Bill, but with the
first railroads ; and commerce developed itself
even more rapidly than freedom. Science, as
we have already said, had freed religion from
her trammels without depriving her of her
supports. All human life was then in eager